
Striving to make Kitsap County a safe and 
healthy place to live, learn, work and play. 
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WATER POLLUTION 
IDENTIFICATION & CORRECTION

DIVISION: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

PROTECTING HEALTH AND OUR WATERWAYS

We keep surface water clean and safe for recreation by tracking and 
fixing pollution from septic systems, sewers, animal waste and other 
sources. We provide community education and monitor water quality 
in streams and at swimming beaches to prevent waterborne illness.

WHAT WE DO

“I love to make people happy. The fact that there is something I can do to 
help someone better their living situation at the same time as fixing an 

environmental issue is so emotionally rewarding.”

Victoria, Environmental Health Specialist

Continued on next page >>

PROGRAM

• Responding to reports of pollution caused by septic 
systems, agricultural waste, and numerous other sources. 

• Shoreline monitoring to check for pollution in water 
flowing into Puget Sound. 

• Monitoring for bacteria in streams, lakes, and 
beaches, and alerting the public to health risks.

• Monitoring for dangerous shellfish biotoxins, in 
partnership with the state Department of Health.

• Notifying the public of health risks from sewage spills.

• Educating homeowners about septic systems and 
animal waste.

Our program’s core activities include:

We monitor for health risks at swimming beaches 
and warn the public when swimming is unsafe. 



WATER POLLUTION IDENTIFICATION & CORRECTION
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS

LEARN MORE & CONNECT
360-728-2235 | kitsappublichealth.org | pio@kitsappublichealth.org
345 6th Street, Bremerton, WA 98337

AT A GLANCE
PROGRAM NAME: Water Pollution 
Identification and Correction
MANAGER: Grant Holdcroft
2021 FTE STAFF: 8
Key legal mandates: 
• 36.89 RCW — Establishes stormwater control 

management programs, including Clean Water 
Kitsap (CWK). The Health District conducts 
pollution monitoring for CWK.

• 90.72 RCW — Establishing shellfish protection 
districts. CWK serves as the shellfish protection 
district for Kitsap.

• 70A.105 RCW & 246-272A WAC — 
Management of onsite sewage (septic) systems 

GRANTS & SPECIAL FUNDING SOURCES 
FOR 2021:

• Clean Water Kitsap (local stormwater fees)

• BEACH Program (state Department of Ecology)

• Recreational Shellfish Program (state 
Department of Health)

• City of Poulsbo

• Hood Canal Coordinating Council

Thank you to our funders and community 
partners for their continued support!

Scan this QR Code 
with your smartphone 
camera to visit our 
program page. 

READ OUR 2021 WATER 
QUALITY REPORT
Our annual Water Quality Reports includes 
highlights and statistics from our monitoring 
program and maps displaying monitoring 
results for 69 Kitsap streams. 

kcowa.us/waterquality
View the report at:

69 Kitsap streams 
monitored for pollution. 3,366

2021 BY THE NUMBERS
Statistics from water year 2021 — October 2020 through September 2021.

water samples 
collected. 21 days with health advisories 

in effect at local lakes. 

• We started off 2021 supporting the Health District’s 
COVID-19 response. Members of our team served as contact 
tracers.

• We made progress to reverse a shellfish status downgrade in 
Chico Bay. See our Water Quality Report for more information 
on this project. 

• Despite reduced staffing due to COVID, we met our program 
goals for the year including helping Clean Water Kitsap host 
three virtual workshops for homeowners with septic systems.

2021 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Sampling at Chico Creek.


