
Striving to make Kitsap County a safe and 
healthy place to live, learn, work and play. 
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DRINKING WATER 
& ONSITE SEWAGE

DIVISION: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

ENSURING SAFE WATER AND SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Tens of thousands of Kitsap County households drink water from 
wells and water systems and rely on onsite sewage (septic) systems 
to safely dispose of waste. Our program ensures these vital systems 
are properly installed and maintained, preventing pollution and 
reducing the risk of illness throughout our community. 

WHAT WE DO

Continued on next page >>

PROGRAM

• We inspect septic systems and wells at time of 
property sale.

• We inspect well sites and septic designs prior to 
construction.

• We inspect all newly installed septic systems.
• We review plans for drainfield repairs when 

septic systems are no longer functioning. 
• On behalf of the state Department of Health 

we inspect large public water systems for 
compliance (Group A water systems).

• We regulate more than 800 small water 
systems (Group B water systems).

• On behalf of the state Department of 
Ecology, we inspect well construction and 
decommissioning.

Our program fulfills a number of important 
regulatory functions: 

Inspecting a septic system project in South Kitsap



DRINKING WATER & ONSITE SEWAGE
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS

LEARN MORE & CONNECT
360-728-2235 | kitsappublichealth.org | pio@kitsappublichealth.org
345 6th Street, Bremerton, WA 98337

AT A GLANCE
PROGRAM NAME: Drinking Water & 
Onsite Sewage
MANAGER: Kim Jones
2021 FTE STAFF: 12
KEY LEGAL MANDATES:

• Local Onsite Sewage Regulations (Kitsap 
County Board of Health Ordinance 2008A-
01) are promulgated under the authority of 
Chapters 70.05, 70.118, 70.118A, and 70.46 
of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW), 
and Chapter 246- 272A of the Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC).

• Local Drinking Water Regulations (Kitsap 
Public Health Board Ordinance 2018-01) are 
promulgated under the authority of Chapters 
18.104.043, 70.05, 70.46, and 70.142 of 
the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and 
Chapters 246-290, 246-291, and 173-160 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC).

Early on in the pandemic, our program had to 
stay in the office due to state directives. Our 

team was trained in  contact tracing and supported the 
Health District’s COVID-19 response until the construction and real 
estate industries were able to resume their work. Two team members 
continued to assist with contact tracing for several months.

When our office closed, we moved most of our applications online. 
Clients could either apply through our website or mail in applications. 
Our team began working remotely, which allowed us to finish at home 
and process applications, rather than waiting until we returned to the 
office. The ability to telework was very helpful as we tackled a heavy 
workload throughout the pandemic. 

We still see very few clients at the office, as most of our applications 
are available online.

ADJUSTING TO COVID-19

Prevent injuries and pollution by 
decommissioning old wells 
Did you know that state law requires all old wells to be properly 
decommissioned? Abandoned and unused wells are a health 
hazard for people and animals. They can also allow pollution to 
enter aquifers. Our program inspected the decommissioning of 61 
wells in 2021. If you need assistance decommissioning a well, call 
us at 360-728-2235.

Scan this QR Code 
with a smartphone 
camera to visit our 
program page. 

2,263 septic systems and 
675 wells inspected 
prior to property sales.

347
new septic system 
installations and 112 
new wells inspected.

7%
increase in total 
applications submitted 
to our program — 298 
more applications were 
submitted in 2021 than 
in 2020.

2021 BY THE NUMBERS


