
Striving to make Kitsap County a safe and 
healthy place to live, learn, work and play. 
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EQUITY PROGRAM
DIVISION: COMMUNITY HEALTH

ADVANCING EQUITY FOR A HEALTHIER KITSAP

Our Equity Program was created in mid-2021 to carry forward the 
directives of a Kitsap Public Health Board resolution declaring racism 
a public health crisis. Our program works within the Health District 
and in our community to listen, collaborate, address inequities, and 
strive to create an environment where everyone can thrive. 

WHAT WE DO

• Leading efforts to develop, support, 
implement, and evaluate initiatives outlined 
in Board Resolution 2021-01, Declaring 
Racism a Public Health Crisis.

• Building relationships with communities 
experiencing health inequities.

• Working with Health District programs  to 
review their services and procedures using a 
racial justice and equity lens.

• Partnering with our Epidemiology and 
Assessment Program to identify potential 
trends and create accessible and inclusive 
data visualizations. 

• Partnering with our Communications 
Program to promote inclusive language and 
communication methods within the Health 
District to advance health equity in our 
community.

• Promoting and supporting effective 
community engagement strategies to bring 
community voice and feedback into KPHD 
program planning and operations.

• Facilitating, participating in, and tracking 
Health District activities – both internal 
and co-created with partner agencies — to 
address systemic inequities.

“Building a new program is difficult – but also exciting! We are overcoming 
these challenges by looking at best practices, thinking about what will work 

specifically for Kitsap County, and getting feedback from our community.”

Jessica Guidry, Equity Program Manager

Continued on next page >>

Our Equity Program was established in the fall of 2021. Core activities have included: 
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The Equity Program was founded in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many communities, 

we observed racial and ethnic disparities in COVID-19 
case and vaccination rates for Kitsap County. At the same time, 
we heard from community members who were concerned about 
the toxic effects of racism on public health. 

This led to KPHD proposing to the Kitsap Public Health Board a 
declaration of racism as a public health crisis, which was adopted 
by the Board in May 2021.

ADJUSTING TO COVID-19

How an equity focus supports health
Not all Kitsap County residents experience optimal health 
outcomes. The Equity Program, in partnership with other Health 
District programs and our community, strives to eliminate barriers that 
prevent people from achieving optimal health.  

A key element of our work is educating our employees  and 
community members about the social determinants of health and the 
systemic barriers to health, including systemic racism and poverty. 
As our program grows, we expand our capacity to champion equity 
through inclusive and culturally competent communications, inclusive 
data practices, and reviewing and improving our policies, procedures, 
and processes.

Scan this QR Code 
with your smartphone 
camera to visit our 
program page. 

The Kitsap Public Health Board passed 
resolution 2021-01 on  May 4, 2021 
“Declaring Racism a Public Health Crisis.” 
The resolution reads in part: 

“... the Kitsap Public Health Board 
declares racism a public health crisis 
and commits to a course of action that 
reduces, and ultimately eliminates, 
health disparities so that optimal health 
for all is possible and race no longer 
predicts health outcomes in Kitsap 
County. The Board and the Kitsap 
Public Health District commit to work 
to advance a public health approach in 
addressing institutional and systemic 
racism ...”

Read the full text of the resolution at: 
kitsappublichealth.org/about/equity

Social determinants of health are external factors that affect the 
health of individuals and communities. CDC image

COVID-19 HOSPITALIZATIONS, 2020-2021
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Based on the rate of hospitalizations per 100,000 population among 
Kitsap County residents. Find more data at kitsappublichealth.org/data

Black residents were 1.5x more likely to be hospitalized 
with COVID-19 than white residents.

Hispanic/Latino residents were 1.8x more likely to be 
hospitalized with COVID-19 than white residents.


