
Striving to make Kitsap County a safe and 
healthy place to live, learn, work and play. 
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COVID-19 PROGRAM
DIVISION: COMMUNITY HEALTH

LEADING KITSAP’S PANDEMIC RESPONSE
Our program works to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our 
community and help people and organizations respond effectively 
to the pandemic. In 2021, our teams supported vaccination in the 
community; conducted case, contact, and outbreak investigations; 
and assisted school and childcare facilities with COVID-19 protocols.

WHAT WE DO

“I really enjoy working with the providers and partners in our community. 
It is wonderful they feel so supported by our team. The information our 

team receives from the community is invaluable to doing our job.”
Ireland RN, BSN, Public Health Nurse

Continued on next page >>

In 2021, our program’s core activities included:

• Providing COVID-19 vaccination clinics, 
supporting vaccine providers in the community, 
and serving as a vaccine distribution hub. 

• Assisting healthcare facilities and other 
organizations as they responded to COVID-19 
cases and outbreaks.

• Providing COVID-19 testing in schools and 
supporting schools and childcare centers with 
COVID-19 prevention guidance and resources.

• Supporting COVID-19 data reporting and quality 
assurance efforts. 

• Supporting access to testing, vaccination, and 
support for people in isolation and quarantine. 

Our COVID-19 work continues to evolve in response to 
the nature of the pandemic. COVID-19 vaccination was 
shifted to a standalone Immunization Program in 2022.



COVID-19 RESPONSE

<< Continued from previous page

2021 HIGHLIGHTS

LEARN MORE & CONNECT
360-728-2235 | kitsappublichealth.org | pio@kitsappublichealth.org
345 6th Street, Bremerton, WA 98337

AT A GLANCE
PROGRAM NAME: COVID-19
MANAGER: Kandice Atismé-Bevins
2021 FTE STAFF: 28 (average; from 30  
to 24 at various points)
GRANTS & SPECIAL FUNDING SOURCES 
FOR 2021:

• FEMA COVID funding for vaccine planning

• Federal COVID funding for operations, case 
investigation, contact tracing, outbreak 
investigation, technical assistance support, 
and vaccine work. 

• State COVID funding for operations, case 
investigation, contact tracing, outbreak 
investigation, technical assistance support, 
and vaccine work. 

• Contracts with North Kitsap School District, 
South Kitsap School District, and Bainbridge 
Island School District for dedicated COVID 
technical assistance and contact tracing 
support.

Thank you to our funders and community 
partners for their continued support!

How we promoted equity in 
COVID-19 vaccination rollout
As COVID-19 vaccines became available at the end of 2020, 
Kitsap Public Health took the lead on planning vaccination 
rollout for Kitsap residents and creating pathways to ensure all 
people in the county would have access to vaccination. 
Three key strategies underpinned our equity efforts:

• Vaccine Equity Collaborative: In February 2021, we convened 
a group of community members with knowledge of communities 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. The equity collaborative 
met regularly to discuss challenges and opportunities around vaccination 
access, messaging, and engagement.

• Pop-up vaccination clinics: To reduce barriers to vaccination and 
make vaccines available throughout the county, we partnered with 
community organizations and businesses to offer more than 50 pop-up 
vaccination clinics. Our clinic teams administered vaccines in a wide range 
of settings, from churches, to food banks, festivals and barber shops.  

• Supporting access to information and appointments: Knowing 
that limited English proficiency and/or lack of technology created 
barriers to finding and booking vaccination ppointments, we provided 
phone support in English and Spanish through dedicated phone lines. 
We reserved appointments at clinics for community members from 
disproportionately affected populations and patients who did not have 
internet or computer access. These phone lines (360-728-2219 for 
English and 728-2218 for Spanish) remain useful resources for responding 
to COVID-19 inquiries from the public. 

Scan this QR Code 
with your smartphone 
camera to visit our 
program page. 

34,968 COVID-19 vaccines 
given at Health 
District clinics.

305 COVID-19 outbreaks 
investigated. 

COVID-19 reports 
audited for quality 
assurance. 

8,260
We opened our first mass vaccination clinic at St. Michael Medical Center in Bremerton 
in January 2021, in partnership with Virginia Mason Franciscan Health, the Kitsap County 
Emergency Operations Center, the Medical Reserve Corps., Kitsap EMS and other agencies.

Find detailed data at kcowa.us/covid19data

2021 BY THE NUMBERS


