
Striving to make Kitsap County a safe and 
healthy place to live, learn, work and play. 
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASE
DIVISION: COMMUNITY HEALTH

KITSAP COUNTY’S DISEASE DETECTIVES
We help keep Kitsap residents healthy by tracking, investigating, and 
working to control the spread of infectious diseases. We are continually 
monitoring and responding to new health risks, while educating our 
community and healthcare providers about disease prevention. 

WHAT WE DO

“Each day is an opportunity to have conversations, empower my community, 
provide health education, and influence attitudes to help people care for the 

wellbeing of themselves and others. I find these things rewarding because 
through each of these elements I am able to positively impact my community.”

Carin, CHES,  Disease Intervention Specialist

Continued on next page >>

We monitor, investigate, and work to prevent the 
spread of diseases that can be passed from person to 
person, with emphasis on:

• Sexually transmitted infections (STIs), including HIV, 
syphilis, chlamydia, and gonorrhea.

• Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis C.

• Tuberculosis, including immigration screenings.

• Enteric illness, including potential foodborne and/or 
waterborne illness outbreaks.

• Emerging diseases and disease outbreaks. 

In 2021, our work also included: 

• Responding to animal bites/rabies exposure. 

• Monitoring and reporting respiratory illness activity. 

• Providing disease prevention education and 
resources to our community and healthcare 
providers, and responding to after-hours inquiries. 

PROGRAM

DISEASE DATA

To view our reports of notifiable 
conditions, respiratory illnesses, 
and other disease activity, go to: 
providers.kitsappublichealth.org 
(link at top of page).

Find more data reports at 
kitsappublichealth.org/data

• Immunization promotion, including community 
flu shots for under-uninsured adults at 
community sites such as food banks and shelters. 

• Internal health services for Kitsap Public Health 
District employees. 



COVID-19 RESPONSE

<< Continued from previous page

2021 HIGHLIGHTS

LEARN MORE & CONNECT
360-728-2235 | kitsappublichealth.org | pio@kitsappublichealth.org
345 6th Street, Bremerton, WA 98337

AT A GLANCE
PROGRAM NAME: COVID-19

MANAGER: Kelsey Stedman
2021 FTE STAFF: 2.4 to 5 (staffing varied based 
on COVID-19 response needs)
KEY LEGAL MANDATES GUIDING WORK:

• RCW 70.05.070; WAC 246-100; WAC 246-138 
(Communicable Disease Control)

• RCW 70.24; WAC 246-100 STD (Investigation and 
Control)

• RCW 70.05.110; WAC 246-101 (Notifiable 
Conditions)

• RCW 70.28; RCW 70.30; WAC 246-170 
(Tuberculosis)

• WAC 246-110 (Contagious Disease — School 
Districts and Childcare Centers)

GRANTS & SPECIAL FUNDING SOURCES:
• Foundational Public Health Services funding for 

sexually-transmitted infections, Hepatitis C, and 
other communicable diseases.

• State Department of Health, Immunization 
Promotion for Routine Childhood Vaccines

Our program was restructured in 2021 to support 
COVID-19 response. Communicable Disease 

staff were reassigned to conduct COVID-19 contact 
tracing and case investigations, and assist at COVID-19 vaccination 

clinics. This reduced the Health District’s capacity to conduct case 
investigations for other communicable diseases. We also paused 
offering some direct services to the public, such as tuberculosis skin 
tests and immunizations. 

With COVID-19 response winding down, our program has been 
expanded and strengthened in 2022 to respond to a wide range of 
disease risks. 

ADJUSTING TO COVID-19

Scan this QR Code 
with your smartphone 
camera to visit our 
program page. 

1,725
2021 BY THE NUMBERS

notifiable conditions reported 
in Kitsap. These are diseases of 
special concern that providers 
are required to report.

984 of those notifiable conditions 
reports were for chlamydia. 

Find detailed data at kcowa.us/covid19data

New website for Kitsap providers
Kitsap Public Health shares information with healthcare providers 
throughout the year to help keep them up to date on emerging 
health risks and provide them with resources and guidance needed to 
address public health concerns. 

To improve engagement with providers, we launched a new website in 
2021 in partnership with Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department. 

Local providers can use the site to find health alerts, sign up for 
notifications, and access other useful tools such as data reports and 
case reporting forms. The site also includes information for long-term 
care facilities, schools, and childcare centers. 

Visit the site at providers.kitsappublichealth.org

21 bats from Kitsap were tested for 
rabies in 2021. 1 bat tested positive.


