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From: Jill Boltz <jillboltz@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 6:56 PM
To: Edward E. Wolfe <ewolfe@co.kitsap.wa.us>; Robert Gelder <rgelder@co.kitsap.wa.us>; Charlotte Garrido
<cgarrido@co.kitsap.wa.us>; rputaansuu@cityofportorchard.us; khytopoulos@bainbridgewa.gov;
greg.wheeler@ci.bremerton.wa.us; berickson@cityofpoulsbo.com
Cc: Keith Grellner <Keith.Grellner@kitsappublichealth.org>
Subject: Kitsap Public Health: 09/28/2021 Public Comment

|CAUTION|: This email originated from outside Kitsap Public Health District. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you are expecting this email. If you are unsure please contact IT.

Good Evening,
My attached letter is relevant to the discussion at tomorrow's Kitsap Public Health meeting and your role as Board
members. This letter is sent in a personal capacity and not in any public role or position I hold.
Respectfully,
Jill Boltz
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To: Kitsap Public Health Board
RE: September 28, 2021 Public Comments Regarding Current COVID-19 Update
Board Members,
I am guessing for most of you, with the exception of Board Member Hytopoulos and KPH
staff, that I need little introduction. I have worked with and for most of you over my
almost thirty years of public service in this County. While my profession requires me to
remain neutral and impartial my goal is to always provide the best stewardship to our
citizens. I hope you will take a moment and sincerely read this letter and know that I would
not be writing unless I felt strongly about the subject.
Let me begin by laying out some personal information that I am willingly sharing and
understand it is subject to public disclosure. I am not vaccinated against COVID-19. We
have had at least two known and recovered cases of COVID in our household in the past
two months. I am happy to say that everyone had mild cases and are recovered. I will add
that I am not “anti-vaccinations.” Myself, my husband and two daughters have all of the
childhood vaccinations. The other point I would like to make very clear is that I do not
think COVID-19 is a hoax or not real. I believe it is very real and look forward to the day
this conversation is part of our history and not daily conversation. I appreciate each of
you, Board Members and staff and know these decisions are hard but I challenge you to
be logical and take into consideration the extended ramifications to additional restrictions
for our county. We are not King County or Seattle, which is why most of us live here, let
us be independent thinkers and leaders, not followers.
I visit and review the KPH website almost daily. Based on the information provided
through the site I am as informed as any individual citizen can be based on the changing
methods for reporting information.

STREET ADDRESS, CITY, ST ZIP CODE
T TELEPHONE U WEBSITE

Here is some information from the KPH website as of September 26, 2021.
Vaccination Status (12+): Currently at 71.2% vaccinated / 28.8% unvaccinated.
Outbreaks:


805 cases in Isolation



11 locations (listed) with Active Outbreaks total 321 cases.
o I will note on a separate page it is reported there are 32 Active Outbreaks but
they are not all included on the Outbreak list.

Hospitalizations:


Hospitalizations are down by more than half as compared to the past three weeks
with the next highest comparable month in December 2020.



It would also be nice to actually know bed capacity v. availability and staffing when
considering hospital data. Last month at St. Anthony’s, they had to wait to open an
entire portion of the hospital due to lack of staff, in turn the emergency room
stacked up. Staffing shortages are a real issue and statistics on capacity should
reflect that reality, if it is the case here in Kitsap County.

I know all of this data is available to you but as the basis for my comment(s) I wanted you
to have the specific data I am using from the KPH website. You are currently looking at
making a decision that impacts less than 30% of Kitsap County residents eligible for the
vaccine.

You are making a decision about greater restrictions and “mandates” when

vaccinations are still increasing and all indicators are trending down. I wholeheartedly
believe Options 2-5 provided by staff will create additional issues in our County and will be
highly disappointed in this governing body if additional mandates are implemented, I also
do not believe Option 1 “Take no action and let the current situation to play out” is an
viable option. It is actually a little disheartening that this verbiage would even be presented
to the Board in this manner.
Here are my recommendations:


Continue to educate. Make vaccines available to those who want to be vaccinated
including underserved minority and socioeconomic groups.
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With vaccine effectiveness seemingly between six and eight months, roll out the
booster to those eligible and vulnerable groups.



Get a handle on why outbreaks are occurring in our Long Term Health Care Facilities.
The residents in these facilities deserve to know why their care is compromised and
outbreaks continue. This has been an ongoing concern since the beginning of
COVID.



As we enter the colder months and more time spent indoors, encourage healthy
habits, both mental and physical. The rules and regulations imposed on our country
have confused the issue of healthcare and exacerbated unhealthy habits. When
vaccine boosters are now being encouraged not only for age and underlying health
conditions but also includes weight (obesity), we have a problem. Be a “health
department.”



We also need to be leaders in testing capabilities. My husband and I recently took
at test at a local Walgrens and were told it could take up to five-days to receive
results. I was tested earlier this year out of precaution and was able to get a rapid
test in Thurston County. Rapid tests and supporting the technologies that provide
us the most up to date information is critical. There is no way to get accurate data
and limit transmission when test results take so long. There are also some facilities
that will not test unless you have symptoms. *As a side note, we were never told
whether they were testing for Delta variant or whether that is what my daughter or
husband had.



Be leaders in messaging. Unite don’t divide. Messaging by leaders at all levels, news
media and even FDA and CDC have been messy and inconsistent at best.



Recognize natural immunity, similar to those who have been vaccinated (with the
understanding that there will be breakthrough cases in both scenarios). Including
natural immunity will decrease the 28.8% unvaccinated to an even smaller
percentage of the county.

In summary, I ask you why, with increasing vaccination rates and declining numbers are
you considering imposing additional restrictions on our community and most importantly
the businesses that have already suffered? You are trying to penalize an entire community
for less than 30% of the population. Of that 30%, is there data on whether there is vaccine
hesitancy, refusal or simply an availability issue? This question should be answered if it has
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not been done so thus far. This is not a power you should invoke, just because you have
the ability.
With all of this said, if vaccine mandates are imposed, I will be faced with the decision to
comply against my will or quit my job, potentially leaving public service and impacting not
only my income but my retirement that I have worked for, serving Kitsap County for almost
30 years. In my situation that decision may be inevitable regardless of what is done here
locally but I felt it necessary to speak up.
Let us choose what we put into our bodies. Look at the data, it does not support the strongarm approach. I hope you will each consider the “options” before you very carefully.
Jill A. Boltz
31 year Kitsap County resident
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From: John Morrissey <jmorrissey@kitsapcu.org>
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 5:52 PM
To: Keith Grellner <Keith.Grellner@kitsappublichealth.org>
Subject: Letter from local chambers

|CAUTION|: This email originated from outside Kitsap Public Health District. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you are expecting this email. If you are unsure please contact IT.

Keith,
Can you please see that the attached letter from the local chambers of commerce is submitted to
the Board for consideration.
Much appreciated.
Cheers,
John Morrissey, NMLS# 542853
Business Development Manager
(360) 662-2138 direct
(800) 422-5852 x22138
(360) 801-9625 mobile

P.O. Box 990, Bremerton, WA 98337
kitsapcu.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE This e-mail and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipients and contain information
that may be confidential or legally privileged. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply e- mail and delete
the message. Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this communication by someone other than the intended recipient is
prohibited.
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September 27, 2021

Kitsap Public Health Department Board of Directors,
Today we write to urge you to not adopt/issue a formal Health Board / Health Officer order under RCW 70.05 to
require all business open to the public, or indoor venues open to the public, to require proof of vaccination for
entry.
As a collective, the chambers will continue to urge everyone become vaccinated as soon as possible. The science is
clear: vaccines work. We know they are the path to a safe and sustained reopening, and we are proud of all the
work the Health District has done in getting shots in arms.
While recently, COVID-19 activity has spiked, it is again on the decline in Kitsap County. In speaking with leaders at
St. Michael’s Medical Center, hospitalizations have declined over 33% in the past 2 weeks alone. With this in mind,
we realize that there are public policy choices about how to continue to minimize risk of spread. As a business
advocate, we saw the dramatic impacts of restrictions and closures on many of our members and their employees
before vaccines were available. Now with many of our county’s residents fully vaccinated, we want to keep our
businesses open. We will continue to advocate for an approach that is balanced and allows our members to
remain open.
In the memo from Dr. Gib Morrow, Public Health Officer, he urges you to require all businesses open to the public
to require proof of vaccination for entry. While we understand his motives, we are disheartened that no one has
consulted our chambers for a path forward that works for our community as a whole. We believe that vaccination
verification is the wrong move for our community for the follow reasons:
1.

2.

Undue burden on the business community.
a. None of the employees in Kitsap County have been trained to read or detect fake vaccination
cards. Many have likened showing a vaccination card to showing your license to be served
alcohol. But even servers must be properly trained before serving alcohol. No such training exists
today for vaccination cards.
b. Employers will need to hire/train additional staff in an already tight labor market to
accommodate a policy that wasn’t in their business plan. How does the Health District plan to
assist in offsetting these additional costs to employers?
Significant loss of business in an already challenging economic climate.
a. Businesses have already alerted us of their concerns. They have heard from some of their
customer base, who have indicated they won’t patronize a business who willingly acquiesces to
an ‘invasion of privacy’.

While we believe that vaccination is the best path forward for most in our community, we don’t believe that our
local businesses are the right entity to enforce compliance. Throughout this pandemic, many of the Chamber’s
member businesses have been on the front lines providing services to our county while keeping the economy from
freefalling. As Kitsap adapts yet again to contain the virus, the Chamber is here to be your partner. We look
forward to working with you and urging all individuals, and our community at large to take the steps necessary to
keep people healthy, businesses open to finally move past this pandemic.
We’re here to support you,
Boards and Staff of Bremerton Chamber of Commerce, Kingston Chamber of Commerce, Poulsbo Chamber of
Commerce, and South Kitsap Chamber of Commerce
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From: Jon Needham <jon@coramdeochurch.org>
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unless you are expecting this email. If you are unsure please contact IT.

To the Kitsap Public Health Board,
My name is Jon Needham and I have served as a Pastor in Kitsap County for the past 20 years. I
currently serve as the Lead Pastor of Coram Deo Church. I am writing you to implore you not to
pass any vaccine recommendations, resolutions, or mandates for our Kitsap County. Frankly, as a
board, you are not qualified to make such sweeping decrees. There are thousands of individuals
in our community that have natural immunity. A recent study coming out of Israel found that
natural immunity is exponentially more effective than any of the vaccines. Additionally, receiving
a vaccine after being infected has proven to lead to health complications. Requiring individuals
with superior natural immunity to get a vaccine is anti-science. Are you willing to accept
responsibility for all of those complications? If you mandate the vaccines, you will be responsible.
Additionally, there are thousands of people who do not want to receive the vaccines. Some are
motivated by the fact that they are in very low risk demographic and it is very unlikely that they
will experience any significant symptoms. Other will refuse the vaccine based on issues of
conscience because all of the vaccines that are currently available were derived from or were
tested using aborted fetal cell lines. To take the vaccine would force them to directly benefit
from human trafficking and murder as all human beings, born and unborn, are made in the image
of God. You do not have the right to require these individuals to violate their conscience.
To do so would be an abuse of your office and a travesty of justice. God will not be mocked.
Lastly, there are countless families in our community that are facing termination of employment
because they cannot in good conscience receive the vaccine. These are hardworking faithful
1

individuals, many with marriages and children. They have mortgages to pay, food to put on the
table, clothes to put on their children, and dreams that they want to pursue. I am counseling
individuals on a weekly basis who are experiencing stress, anxiety, and fear, because their
livelihoods are being threatened by their employers. Passing any vaccine mandate will have a
devastating impact on numerous families in this community. It will lead to further increases in
unemployment, depression, and substance abuse. This is coercion. This is how tyrants act. Are
you tyrants? Do not do it.
Surely you are aware of the great divisions that already exist in our community. The rhetoric
coming from President Biden and Governor Inslee is inflammatory at best and abusive at
worst. Using terms such as “pandemic of the unvaxxed” is not only intellectually dishonest, but it
also sows and fuels deeps divisions among us. The divisions in our community are already at the
breaking point. Your recommendations and mandates will only further this divide. You will
effectively create a population of people who are deemed unworthy by the general public. Again,
I implore you not to do this. Whatever good you think such mandates might accomplish will be
greatly outweighed by the harm they will inevitably bring to our community. I sincerely pray that
God would give you wisdom to rule justly.
Thank you,
Pastor Jon Needham.
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To the Kitsap Public Health Board,
My name is Jon Needham and I have served as a Pastor in Kitsap County for the past 20 years. I
currently serve as the Lead Pastor of Coram Deo Church. I am writing you to implore you not to
pass any vaccine recommendations, resolutions, or mandates for our Kitsap County. Frankly, as
a board, you are not qualified to make such sweeping decrees. There are thousands of
individuals in our community that have natural immunity. A recent study coming out of Israel
found that natural immunity is exponentially more effective than any of the vaccines.
Additionally, receiving a vaccine after being infected has proven to lead to health
complications. Requiring individuals with superior natural immunity to get a vaccine is antiscience. Are you willing to accept responsibility for all of those complications? If you mandate
the vaccines, you will be responsible.
Additionally, there are thousands of people who do not want to receive the vaccines. Some are
motivated by the fact that they are in very low risk demographic and it is very unlikely that they
will experience any significant symptoms. Other will refuse the vaccine based on issues of
conscience because all of the vaccines that are currently available were derived from or were
tested using aborted fetal cell lines. To take the vaccine would force them to directly benefit
from human trafficking and murder as all human beings, born and unborn, are made in the
image of God. You do not have the right to require these individuals to violate their conscience.
To do so would be an abuse of your office and a travesty of justice. God will not be mocked.
Lastly, there are countless families in our community that are facing termination of
employment because they cannot in good conscience receive the vaccine. These are
hardworking faithful individuals, many with marriages and children. They have mortgages to
pay, food to put on the table, clothes to put on their children, and dreams that they want to
pursue. I am counseling individuals on a weekly basis who are experiencing stress, anxiety, and
fear, because their livelihoods are being threatened by their employers. Passing any vaccine
mandate will have a devastating impact on numerous families in this community. It will lead to
further increases in unemployment, depression, and substance abuse. This is coercion. This is
how tyrants act. Are you tyrants? Do not do it.
Surely you are aware of the great divisions that already exist in our community. The rhetoric
coming from President Biden and Governor Inslee is inflammatory at best and abusive at worst.
Using terms such as “pandemic of the unvaxxed” is not only intellectually dishonest, but it also
sows and fuels deeps divisions among us. The divisions in our community are already at the
breaking point. Your recommendations and mandates will only further this divide. You will
effectively create a population of people who are deemed unworthy by the general public.
Again, I implore you not to do this. Whatever good you think such mandates might accomplish
will be greatly outweighed by the harm they will inevitably bring to our community. I sincerely
pray that God would give you wisdom to rule justly.
Thank you,

Pastor Jon Needham
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From: Jason Stancliffe <jstancliffe@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2021 5:00 PM
To: Keith Grellner <Keith.Grellner@kitsappublichealth.org>
Subject: Special Meeting Agenda - 9/28/2021
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Mr. Grellner,
I write to you as a concerned citizen, regarding the upcoming special meeting agenda. I have read
the memo regarding the meeting and have several concerns.
I understand there is a perception of increased burden on the healthcare system, but have not seen
any facts. What I have seen, from multiple sources and studies from across the country, are inflated
numbers of cases of COVID-19. Mostly, 40-50% have tested positive, but are actually in the hospital
for other reasons, NOT Covid. Can you speak to these numbers? I've attached an article below that
discusses this.
What about the people who have been fully inoculated with one of the three "Emergency Use
Authorization" treatments (especially since the FDA approved Pfizer vaccine is not available in the
United States), but still have gotten Covid? It is obvious from that fact alone that the inoculations do
not stop the spread. The CDC has also admitted that those who have gotten all the shots, can still
get and transmit the disease, with the only possible good being maybe they don't get as sick as they
could have.
What about the people who had Covid outright and now have the anti-bodies? Personally, I had
covid, recovered just fine (like the 99% of people who get it, per CDC statistics) and had my doctor
test my blood for the anti-bodies. I have the anti-bodies and my doctor did not recommend I get the
inoculations based on that fact.
There is also many different studies from across the country, as well as other Countries, stating that
natural immunity from having Covid is much better and carries a much lighter viral load than those
that have gotten the inoculation.
I have also read about animals that have tested positive for Covid, which will run rampant through
nature. This makes it so Covid will always be here, just like the seasonal flu. There is no end, then, to
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the disease, but the pandemic is already over. It was never really a pandemic, just called that by the
media and useful for political purposes. Much like how the CDC changed the definition of "Vaccine"
so that it no longer stated it prevented disease.
So if business will now start requiring vaccine passports, what kind of segregation will we start
seeing?
How will this destroy small business? How will this burden the people of Kitsap County?
There are already enough draconian mandates from the governor, as well as other counties (King, for
example), where people cannot have safety and security.
Benjamin Franklin once said "Those that would give up freedom for safety will have neither freedom
nor safety". It's time to stop all the media-induced fear.
I have said all this to come to the point of asking you to recommend to the board to NOT
impose more restrictions and mandates on the people of Kitsap County (Please recommend
Option #1 on the attached agenda).
Please help end the fear, end the anxiety over job-loss, end the two-tiered fracturing of society that is
occurring.
I've attached a very good video to help illustrate my point as well as several screenshots that present
information.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely, Jason Stancliffe
https://www.redvoicemedia.com/2021/09/doctor-owns-board-mayor-in-epic-3-minute-vaccine-masktakedown-video/?utm_source=home-headline
https://townhall.com/columnists/robjenkins/2021/09/26/this-new-peerreviewed-article-could-be-agamechanger-n2596486
https://kitsappublichealth.org/about/files/agendas/2021/0928_BOH_Agenda.pdf
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